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Why Comedy on the Edge?

Comedy on the Edge is a program with countless entry 
points for the viewer. Comedy on the Edge lets you 
experience a place on the edge of the nation you may 
never have visited or heard of. You can watch Comedy 
on the Edge for entertaining insight into dialects, 
eccentric customs and locals who behave a bit out of 
the ordinary. Comedy on the Edge gives you a good 
laugh at the linking of experiences in a marginal area 
and the delivery of observant jokes in front of the 
locals. You can watch Comedy on the Edge to get a 
feel for the huge variety of personalities and 
peculiarities of your own country.

Premise

The presenter travels to a town on the edge of the 
country where he gives himself 48 hours to meet local 
personalities,observe and develop impressions from 
the area. Then he concludes by presenting his 
observations by performing a stand-up show for the 
local residents.

Audience

Having as many of the main characters present in the 
audience on the evening of the show is essential, as is 
making sure they are seated so they can be caught on 
camera! 

This gives a high degree of audience involvement from 
the main characters – the local residents. It also 
gives the sense that we are laughing with the locals 
and not at them. 
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Description

Comedy on the Edge starts out with a rhetorical question: can it really be true that life in areas usually 
associated with hopelessness and huge, problematical challenges has nothing good  to offer?

1. The program starts with a brief intro – with short clips from the news archives – statements reminding 
us of the issues at stake – the general truth about the decline, dissolution and distress of the marginal 
areas.

2. The host arrives in a new town every time – usually by public transport: bus, train, ferry, etc.

3. On his way he queries the general stigmatization of the marginalized areas and asks if there really is 
nothing to laugh about on the edge.

4. He introduces the location. He delivers odd snippets of information about the area and the town. He tells 
us he is going to spend 48 hours there. A short, fluid intro that transitions into a general vox pop with 
local residents. We catch the dialects and pick up hints of significant issues of importance to the town 
or the area.

5. The first main character is presented to viewers: either as a walking stand-up by the presenter on his 
way to the person, or from the stage as he tells the audience who he has seen.

Each program has 6 or 7 main characters: the introduction of each character alternates as a stand-up-
reportage by the presenter or the presenter on stage. The presenter will shoot both versions to provide 
choice.

The presenter experiences, investigates and interviews the main character he is visiting as in reportage-
form. The presenter has typically not met the main character before the camera rolls and the reportage is 
underway. His only briefing is from the program maker/researcher when they pitch the various possible main 
characters in the area to him and he makes his selection.
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